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DESTRUCTIVE WEED INVADES GEORGIA

One of  the “World’s Worst Weeds” has crept into south Georgia, and residents should be on the lookout for its

warning signs.

“Cogongrass is extremely destructive,” said Greg Findley, Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) District

Forester, Camilla, and member of  the Georgia Invasive Species Task Force. “It spreads rapidly and forms thick

mats that displace native vegetation and wildlife. It is also extremely flammable and can create a severe wildfire

hazard.”  Cogongrass is widely established in Florida and is now moving into south Georgia, according to Findley.

It is considered to be one of  the top 10 worst weeds in the world.

According to the GFC, now is a good time to find cogongrass, because it is forming seeds, which emerge

from a white, silky, plume-like flower at the top of  the grass blade.  Another distinguishing feature to look for is

the off-center midrib on leaf  blades which is more apparent towards the tip of  the one-to-four foot long blade.

“If  you suspect cogongrass is on your property, call your local GFC forester or County Extension Agent as

soon as possible,” said James Johnson, GFC Forest Health Coordinator. “Don’t mow through or near the area that

has the weed, especially if  it’s flowering, because that can disperse the seeds.” Soil work, such as disking or grading

in or near the area that has cogongrass should also be avoided, according to Johnson.

GFC foresters are working with the Georgia Department of  Agriculture, University of  Georgia Extension

Service, USDA Forest Service, and Animal and Plant Inspection Service to stop the spread of  this invasive species.

For information on identifying and treating cogongrass, contact your local GFC office or visit

www.gatrees.org
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For more information, contact:
Sharon Dolliver
Phone: 478-751-3535
Fax: 478-751-3559
Email: dolliver@gfc.state.ga.us




















